G ALLERTIESS
PORTRAIT OF AN ART GALLERY

BERTA WALKER GALLERY

PROVINCETOWN
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BY REMA LINDSTROM

yeryong who knows Amesican art kndws that Provingetosn is the

oldest continuaus art caleay in e country; and thase wha krdw ar

n Frovincatoan know the Berta Walker Galery. The gallery has been
cenitral to mamtaining the contmuity between aldar and younges
Provincetown artgenesations, both artists and collactars, And Brrta Wlker
nerset, wilh her deeg personal and famikal history with madern ard
eonterrporary Amecan art, steeped m the traditon of Frosingetonn,
experienced in the New York art world, know/edgeatle and commitbed and
genennys, is one primary reasan wiiy art still logens fange in the culture and
soonomiy of this small tam,

The Barta Walker Galery (BWG) combines the physical sophistcation of
Mews Yors with the welcoming spint of Peovincetown, 2 abays, with
exhizinions 1hat reveal the symbiotic, generative i abonship of
Brivdingeoesn 1o modem Amencan art, Ondy [ast wesk, 2t the Mations
Acadenty of Design in Mew York, | steod bedore a familiar, beloved 1939
Echwin Dickinson painting, first endountersd at 3WG in 1939 o the Galenys
grouncireating exkabiion “Hawihorne, His Sudents, Ther S(e0enis.”
Collectors far and wide krowr that at Berta Walker Gallery they will 2hways
see something ineresting, something challengng, something impedant.
With great care and thaught, Walker has put togedner marny irventive and
ingfiring exhinitions, often judtaposing the great rew with the great old:
Faul Bowen and David Sith; San hesser and Wilam de Keonirg: lim
Peters and lirn Gine: Robert Maotherwsll znd Jean DuBuffet; Robert Heary
and George Mcheil, She is @ masterful curator—{rom conceptual develop-
ment 10 exguisite installation. Painter Paul Resika has said that Barta's eye is
hier art

Arcording to art collecter Mk Brown of Truen, Berla Walker it “the
arbiter of the Provincelown gallery scene.” Espacially in Rer repeestntation
of conbemporany arlists, he says, "5he 15 4 supenion marketesr, maintaining
the price suppart for their work, enabling her aniss 1o keep oractidng their
art, She realy appreciates and fosters the creatrae fonge in that person.”
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Bera Walker was borm 1o U 2 world, Yes she never intended to be an
art gealer. Arrival at that riestery and commitment has followed & winding
jaumnay of &list inhentance, self-direction, and good luck. Her father, from
Minneapedis, mownd 1o New York a1 the age of Z1. Aong the wiy, he me
ard married her mother, lane, 3 dancer and painter fromm Fittsburgh. Sath
fugr parents were deealy invoked art patrons and collectors, They formed
the Hisdson \Walker Gallery an STh Street from 1935-40, but war inter-
vened. During that period, her Father wis Barsden Hartley's dealer,
shegherding his carecr a5 Berta Walleer would later da far mary of hor
artists, She absccbed 2 passion for art at home and from the many artists
ghe grevs up arolnd in Frovincetown, whede hee family and grandparents
il spent their surmmmers, baginning in 1976,

Borta Walker's ebullient spirit, vy enengy and passion, made ber a natural
promoter. She began her caseer in acwerhising in California; then, returnmg



"THE ELLCE HOGOT”
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1o M Yark, she worked in prograsrarng and special el managzment at
the Whitney Musewm of Amencan A Oppartunity Resources bor the Arts,
a ratenal, ron-prefit slacement senice for the performing arts, tapped her
10 e5Eabish their new bMuseum and Visual Ans program

Weamehile, in Provincetosm, Baerta's falhes, Hudson D, Waler, was
inwgived in the founding of the Fine Arts Work Center in 1969, along with
miany influental asts and writers ingluding Righard Florsheim, lack
Tk, Whrion Stout, Phil Malizoan, 521 Del Deo, and later Stanley Kunitz to
oieale ang of the mest important artists” residencies in the counlny. Early on,
Eorta waluntesred 10 create fundraising avants for FAWC, She was elected
Chairman of tha Board in 1976, and in that sole, onchestraled many
suceesshul fundraising events m Newe York, Bostor, and Provingetown.

Afver arganizing & major benedit for FAWC for the inauguration of the
prestaons e Manisa del Re Gallery in New Yook, Walker was persuaded
10 joen the gallery as its director. Although she bad sever installed a work of
2t autside her cwn home, she hapgily discovored her innaie sensz of how
1o present a1 In 1284, Berta was lured 10 the olgest gallery in Mew Yook,
the Graham Gallenes, to launh and dirzct Graham Modern Gal'ery. Her
LR Mast impatant expenience, she believes, was woking with ob
Graham, 5 “one of 17e senior, meost honast, and most insighitful an dealers
in Mews York, He had incredible energy and courage! ™ Shie spent ive
eventiul years 21 Graham Modern wherg she exnibited Provingetpwn-
connected arbsts such a5 Seling Triedf, Carmen Ciceng, Mancy Fried, and Paul
Besia, Berla reca's, 100, hér good fortyne in working with Marty Diamorad
wit ran & gallery upsiairs from the Graham, showing early modermists. "He
single-handedty forged the futures for Lazzall, Holty, Weinrch, and athers,
befare clasing his gallery in the "B0s,” she saig,

Whean it felt like trme 10 leave Mew Yok, Walker 100k the summer of
1989 1o poader i the protective eneagy of Provingetown. ™ Tnat fall, the
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was asked 1o become the Actng
Director of EANC. 1T wias a sendgus
financial mament for the Center,
Sk weprkced there Tor a year,
finching rew snunces af income b
ke the dodrs opsn, and then
helped FAVC ta find a new
direcion That Spoirg, an Gppddu-
fity andsd 10 62A1 a0 Jebady-
eisting Gallery Spece in
Provencesonin, Mot at all sure she
could run a gallery alone, she dove in and Berta Walker Gallery began.

Walker describes her Tocus at BWG a5 showing “the history of American
a1t s teen thiaugh Lhe ey of Frgvinetown,~ Add through the eyes of
Berta Walkor, fior indeed, she s an enthusiastic impresasio, stagng exhile
tors ard guiding her stars into the fimelight. One of thase stars & Mangy
Wharf, who Berta encauraged 10 move Trom her well-es1zaiisned reputation
as a folk art furniture pamter to Focus enclusively on her formal painting. In
2001, Wharf was honared by & prodlamation from the tewn naming her
“Marcy Wharl d Provineercwn ™ —the painter of Frovincetawn. \Walker has
alsa Testened the work of abstract painter Erna Partodl, challenging ber 10
work “past anything she had imagined. ™ Others include unuswal and large
talents such as outsicantole arlist Lee Mussdiman and scu'pror Pasquals
Matale. She introduced painter 5elna Triefl 1o rawe rasews in New York and
continues 1o exbiint s absteadt figarative images emerging from rich figlds
of ealer. The st & long

A first, she s, the galleny was perceived as havirg an edge, 7l
presented a new and experimental artist every week,” she enplamed. Bul
the clder she ardd har arlists got, “17e mane radnonal we became,”

HUS T anD WINE YWALEFR

200% « Copo Aits Reviow 35



L,

oL AR Y WHORE, DASID Ry O AMD EERDA W iR AT Tl A04ATOM ARTE FAIR 1TE]

CONETRICTON

Hapgily, ather ewcellent galeries cpened, presanting conbempoany
woek, Bany anists the BWG intioduced are mow shaning o those
galleries.

Ultimately, Walker thnks, dealers must present 2 they believe in;
and in Lhal poesentation, comes the rust of the audience 1o tallow the
galliesy, She is commulted to suppating her anists unconditionally &5
they ga thraugh different paths of axploration in their awn Creative
catear, Donald Butlerfield of Boston and Provacelovwn, whe dsoevened
such artits as Rabert Beauchamp and Roben Heary theough Walker,
and who counls sevaral Redia paintngs among hs collaction, says, ©l
trust that keen atulitg of Walker to know each artist and knaw howe b
Pl them get 1 their best work. I¥s very impartant that a painters
wick beoed ted. Mot every painting 1 a gréal paming, P diling
permits the artist 1o focus an what s excellent i e work, 10 keep
mowirig. Barla dogsd Lhat for hier arists, She grects them, in a way. e
heard Reska say, "sie created oy style’ Tunderstand what ba means.”

Alix Bitcne, collectes of Provinceiown art and publisher & the
Frowcenowsn Sanner, mast aplly explains wiy art lovers and art
collzctars ahways find their way b Berta Walker Galery “3he &
knowieggeatle and infectious and consstently shows saellent work
by excellent Provincetomn alists n a way 1hat really showecases the
work, i a way thal metes eeeryone fo paricipate and leam and
rieapect e work,” A

BEMS LRDSTRON, & marres oF Sourh Canoiing, now Mes i frowndelionn
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